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TIOBE Programming Community Index

Source: www.ticbe.com
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The TIOBE Programming Community index is an indicator of the popularity of programming languages. The index is

updated once a month. The ratings are based on the number of skilled engineers world-wide, courses and third party
vendors. Popular search engines such as Google, Bing, Yahoo!, Wikipedia, Amazon, YouTube and Baidu are used to calculate

the ratings. It is important to note that the TIOBE index is not about the best programming language or the
language in which most lines of code have been written.
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American Political Science Review Vol. 99, No.2 May 2005

Policy and the Dynamics of Political Competition
MICHAEL LAVER New York University

his paper proposes a model that takes the dynamic agent-based analysis of policy-driven party
Z competition into a multiparty environment. In this, voters continually review party support and
switch parties to increase their expectations; parties continually readapt policy positions to the
shifting affiliations of voters. Different algorithms for party adaptation are explored, including “Aggre-
gator” (adapt party policy to the ideal policy positions of party supporters), Hunter (repeat policy moves
that were rewarded; otherwise make random moves), Predator (move party policy toward the policy
position of the largest party), and “Sticker” (never change party policy). Strong trends in the behavior
of parties using different methods of adaptation are explored. The model is then applied in a series of
experiments to the dynamics of a real party system, described in a published opinion poll time series.
This paper reports first steps toward endogenizing key features of the process, including the birth and
death of parties, internal party decision rules, and voter ideal points.
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Sequence
VOTERS ADAPT
Ask voters to support the closest party.

!

SYSTEM UPDATE
Count voters supporting each party

.

‘-I PARTY LEADERS ADAPT

Ask leaders to use assigned decision rule to adapt party position




Party

strategies

ADAPTIVE DECISION RULES

AGGREGATOR
Go to mean position of current party supporters on each dimension.

HUNTER
Was previous move followed by increased party support? If yes, repeat move.
If no, turn 180° from direction of last move, make unit move in direction
randomly selected from arc 90° either side of direction now faced.

PREDATOR
Observe party sizes. If you are the largest party, stand still.
If not the not largest party, set heading towards largest party, make unit move.

STICKER
Never change policy position.
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